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Mr. Gladstone thus formed his fourth and last Administra-         /
$,                      tion.   It was a Government of all the talents with able and dis-         >/
<g j                      tinguished men in the chief departments.   It contained three        ^/
*fc                       future Prime Ministers, Lord Rosebery as Foreign Secretary,        |
Jf I                      Mr.  Campbell-Bannerman as Secretary for War, and Mr.        ||-
V J                      Asquith at the Home Office.    Mr. John Morley, a famous        i?;
\\                        man of letters who had rallied to Mr. Gladstone in 1886,       £/'
was again Irish Chief Secretary.    Within   a week  of his       f
appointment  he  had  suspended  the  Crimes  Act,   and in       &
ms own words " lifted Coercion off the back of Ireland."       &
;j
Ministers decided at once that, though Liberal legislation might be difficult, they would do their utmost to make £ administration progressive. Home Office, Education Office, I Local Government Board, set to work to infuse a Liberal y spirit into the departments and were soon engaged in sharp & controversy with those who preferred the old ways. In the f meantime Mr. Gladstone was again at work on the formid- } able task of preparing and carrying through the House of fi Commons a Home Rule Bill for Ireland, undeterred by the 4; certain doom which awaited it at the hands of the House ^ of Lords.                                                                                   f/
It was, for a man of eighty-five, an amazing performance to       v which even his most persistent opponents bore tribu&    " I have known Mr. Gladstone for more than seventqKi years," said Mr. Chamberlain in a speech at Birmingham shordy after Mr. Gladstone's retirement in 1894, " and never have I known his energy more remarkable, his resources more infinite, his eloquence more persuasive, or his skill in debate more admirable than during the last twelve months, and during the course of the discussions on the Home Rule Bill."   Day after day and up to midnight and beyond the old Prime Minister was in his place in the House of Commons, drawing the fire and returning it,  picking up  every challenge, inexhaustible in persuasion and remonstrance, and no less in the parliamentary arts of turning corners and parrying thrusts.   It was all useless. No argument about the strictly subordinate character of the proposed Irish Parliament prevailed against the view of its opponents that it meant separation and the disruption of the    fg/ Empire.   When the Bill reached the House of Lords it was    Id rejected by a majority of 419 to 41 on its second reading   *?' Ie prevailed at the time arxd induced the Powers to co-operate in setting up a tolerable Government for the Christian subjects of the Turk, the whole
